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wore, has been, as near as I can calculate,
so that we muat have

fancy, though even that affected me
much t I thought 1 saw her, standing not

WOLFGANG,
OB

The Wrecker's Beacon.
CHAPTER. I.

BEFOBE THE GALE.

The good ablp Pathfinder, of New York,
nd bound to Copenhagen, had entered the

North Sea, having left the Straits of Dover

two days behind.
The commander of the ship was a young

where they lay two of them being elapsed
in each other's arms but he found no signs
or Hfo. .

, With a sad, heavy beart, Lester pased on.
snd presently he found two more dead ones,
and one ot them was Diyid Griffin, his chief
mate. He kneeled down by the officer's
side, and raised the bead j but it was cold
and lifele.se and the akull was broken I

Gently.be laid it back upon the sand, and
then mpved on again. AnJ he aiw mure
dead med also ! Coil 14 it be possible that
ae had been the only one left alive 1

tion, and the sacred rights of property held
under the federal constitution would depend'
for the time being on the result. The agi--
tstion would thus be rendered Incessant
whilst the territorial condition remained,"'
arid ita baneful influence would keep alive a
dangerous excitement among the people of '

the several States.
Thus has the atatnt of a territory daring '

the interrriediate period from its first settle- - '

ment until It shall become a State, been ;

irrevocably fixed by' the final decision of the '

Supreme Court. Fortunate bas this been
for the prosperity of the Territories, at well '

at the tranqaility of trie States. Now em-- '
ieraots from the North and the South, the
East and the West, will moet In the terri- -'

President's Message.
Fellow Citizen cf the Senate

and House of Representatives:
Our deep ard heartfelt gratitude is due to

that Almighty Power which has bestowed
upon us fui h varied and numerous blessings
throughout the past year. The general
health of tho country has been excellent!
our harvests have been unusually plentiful,
and prosperity smiles throughout the land,
indeed, notwithstanding our demerits, we
hive much reoson to btlieve from the past
event in our hietory, that we have enjoyed
the speciil protection of Divine Providence
ever since our origin as a nation. We have
been exposed to manv threatening anil

partly forced and partly carried along after
Wolfgang, who strode rapidly on for nearly
half an hour. He could think only of the
White Fawn that had been wrecked on that
coaat, and of his Carrie who had, perhaps,
in eompsny with those same men, trod the
same path ho was now treading. What
had been her fate! Had she been murder-
ed by these wretches, or reserved for some
more deplorable doom! These thoughts
filled him with unutterable agony.

Wolfgang had now drawn near the wa-

ter's edge; and soon coming to the mouth
of a cave he entered It, followed by the
three ruifi-m- s who 4id charge of our hero.
The. bottom of the cave sloped upward

far off, upon a huge see, with her arms
atretched imploringly towards me saw ber,
then, with my eyea open, aa I have often
seen berin my aleeping dream I I

At this point the captain was cut short in

his speech by the cry of "Lioht-h- j 1" from

the deck. They hurried up and found the
men crowding forward..

"What U it 1" Lester asked.
"I think it is a light, sir." replied Parker.

' Here, sir, just etand here. Now turn your
eye about four points upon the larboard bow.

Walt, now, till she rises. Ha there !

there ! See ! Did you see it, sir t"
Yes he hadaeen it; and he knew It must

be a light upon the shore; but it was a great
way off. He watched until he had seen It
several times, and then he remarked to his
mate that it must be a light house. The
light was bold and distinct, and evidently at
a considerable height above the level of the
aea; for, had it not been eo, it could not
hove been seen at that distance. After a

short consultation, during which reference
wus had to the chart of the Northumberland
coas', it was decided that this light must be

upon Dorton Point. To the north of Dor-to- n,

aa the captain knew from personal ex-

perience, as well as from the chart, there
was a snug harbor, of easy entrance. These
things were settled.

As Boon as it had been determined where
the light was, Captain Lester made all pos-

sible haste to determine his course of sction.
Ilnd tKa tlkinflr tioan nri.flii.uhta. ha uuniiM

have laid his ship to; but that could not be!...done. No one even gave it a serious thought.
So it was determined that the ship should

stand on, ot least till something further was

discovered.
At half-pas- t twelve th? gala had modera-

ted considerably. The light was now to be

seon very plainly whenever the ship rose,
and tVic captain and his officers felt sure that
they were right in their calculations.

" At all events," said the former, 'wo
have no choice 6'at to stand oil, at least"- - -- "

Ha was interrupted by a cry from the
bows that made every soul start wHh. horror :

"BltEAKEIS I BREAKERS !"
Captain Lester leap'd forward, and in a

very few moments he was eatifi;d that the

warning Jiad not beer, o ftlse one; for hn
could not only hear the awful roar of the
breaking seas, but ho fancied that he could
see the gletming of, the white foam as it
flew high in the air. A quickly as possible
the .toflr-ui- was taken cfT, and tie anchors
cut ioosw. The p.mderous grapplings plung.
cd ii to the hissing se-i- , and the iron cable
were spun through tho hawse holes like

lightning. Snap went tho starboard chain;
and in a moment more a shock was felt as

the larb iard amnor louna oonom; out ti
could n it hold. The ctb'o parted as ihottgh

it hud b en a hempen string, and on swept
th devoted sh p.

"In heaven's a me '" t.
ffnqned

i
Griffin.

"rthit dues this mean I See ! The light

is f till burning as brightly as ever at least
a league aivay and yet here are the rocks
directly under our bows I What can it

i 1"
Maurice Lester did not answer; but an old

weather b uten sailor, who stood at the
wheel, and who hud looked a thousand dan

gers in the lace, answered for him :

"It's a Weecker's Beacon I I've seen

such things atore. There aint no use In

firm' the gun, sir. Tint light was put there
to lead poor Jack to his death that the coast
sharks might pipk his bones!"

Breakers I Hocks I On the starboard
j5tM t No !On Ike larboard PonT !"

But ft. was too late for mortal help. The
ship had met her doom. She went upon the

rocks with a crash that sounded high above

the roar of the elements.

CHAPTER II.
WOLFOAHO.

Maurice Lester wos near the starboard
gangway when the ship struck, having start
ed aft to look to the helm. The shock

threw him upon his'back, and he tried to get
up, but ere he could regain his feet the

iiootl of mad waters came surging over the

bark, and ho waa thrown he knew not

where. Ha only knew that the flood came

that it caught him in Its giant grasp that

it hurled him as the gale hurls a feather

that his head was hurt that his body waa

tossed and bruised and then the lamp of

his consciousness went out. When lie came

to himself it was daylight, and the rays of

the sun were 'beaming above him. At first

he did not attempt to move,ary fartfrer than

simply to assure himself that bo was teally
alive and sensible ; but sought to recall the

events of the past, which be did, very clear
ly, up to the time when his ship struck wp

on the rocks, he could go no farther. Af-

ter this he raised himself upon hia elbow,

and tried to gaze about him. He found

himself upon a bed of sand, between two

immense rocks. He had been landed there
in that deep nook, and the tide had gone out

and left him. In a little while he roae to

his feet, and managed to crawl tip, ly the

aid of a Stranded spar, over a long part of

one 0 the rock,
After seeing all that was to be jbaerved

from this point, he moved on towards whs."?

he thought he should soonest find an open
beach, lor he felt faint and he wiahed to find

help aa soon as possible. After toiling over

slippery, slimy tocks, acJ coel, tearing
crags, until his elothlng waa all torn, and
his flesh bruised and lacerated, he finally

reached an open space among the rocks,
where many .pieces of the wreck had been
Mtred. and where ho found the' bodies o

been driving towards the coaat of Northum
berlaed. I think we have pleaty of room to
stand on until midnight ; but we cannot
stand on much longer. Jf the gale dues Hot

bate by that time I know not what we shall
do."-

-

The captain started up from bis chair, and
would probably have walked across the cab-In- ,

but at that moment a heavy sea caught
the ship, and gave her a pitch forward, whi. b
cauaed him to catch hi seat s quickly as
possible. As soon as the flood had gone
from the deck, and the veasel had struggled
up from the shock, he looked into his com-

panion's face, ond as id, in a voice made trem
ulous by deeper emotion than he had before
manifested :

"Griffin, I have srmething upon my mind
more than you know ; and I am anxious to
communicate it, too. I must tell it now, for
I have a strange foreboding of coming ill. .

Something is to happen that will bear great
calamity to some of us. I am not croakins

I am only reodin? what the Iln
written In my soul. However, you shall
hear my story. You have heard that my pa
rents were both lost at sea 1"

"Yea," so id the mats.
'And perhaps you knew that they were

lost in th!s sea V .
"I have heard so, sir."
"Aye so it was. I wss a boy then.

They were on their way to Copenhagen, as
we should oe new. My father commanded
the ship she was colled the 'Clara Jane.'
She was newed for my mother ; and she waa
a staunch, noble craft, t was at school then,
in Troy ; and when I knew that my parents
were dead I was well nigh mad with grief.
I faniied then, in thy first hoars cf orphan
nge, that my heart would break ; and I
think such would have been tho capo if they
hod kept ma at school. But some of those
who cared for me came to 6ee me, and it wes
finully arranged that I should go loses.
And I prospered prospered eo well that,
when I was twenty years old, they gave me
command of a ship.

"The man who owned the Bhip which I
first commanded was named Thornton. He
bud a daughter nnr.ed Carrie ono of the
sweetest, purest, mid loveliest creatures that
ever graced this poor li'e of earth. She waa
four years younger thin myself ; but even
when I firht knew her and she was not
tlitn more than fourteen she was a woman
in inte llect ai d grace, though a t hildin aim
P ii-i'- of love and coi fidenco. Sir. Thorn-

ton did ti'.t object to my u i t , so I ved her
with (ill my mul, and wss blessed to know
tVt the loved me in return. It h.d been
irranged 'hit wc should be married when
ssIih wes twenty yei.r old, that hid be

iti' plan for in rt than two years ylt
Thornton having set th b muds himself I

locked two m'otiih of the time, and 1 ht.d

arranged to remain lit home until w. were
m.rri.d. But Thornton had a heavy phip

freighted for Cuie'.hagen, und her cap: in
was dyitiif. HicouUfind no one to take
.a place but we, and he asked mo to go I

couid not reiuse ;' but I asked thtt I might
bi? mairied first. Mr. Thornton shoi.k his
he .d, and said no. Out he had another pi n

which he said would be better. Hn hud been
planning to vUit Copenhagen, where ho had
two brothers in business they were in com-

pany with him und ho said fee would tske
the next and bring 'Carrie out with him,
and we 6hould be nurried there. I finally
consented ro take out the new ship, and Mr.
Thornton, with his daughter, was to meet
me in Cupchhttnen, anil there we wero to b

married, and all three come home together.
The evening before I sailed I spent with
Cairie, and when i left her I felt that I was
leaving my very life.

Well," continued Lester, wiping his eyes

"I went to Copenhagen. I waited a month
then I heard that the American ship,

White Fawn,' with William Thornton and
daughter on board, had touched at Dover,
and that all were safe and well when she
left. I waited another week, and then I
crossed over to Hamburg ; but I could learn
nothing there. Next I went to London,
and there I learned enough to asstire roe thai

the Bhip hod been lost I On the second day
after she left Dover a severe storm had aris-

en, and several vessels had been reported
lost. I sent my ship home in charge of the
mate, and spent four months in searching
after the lost ones ; but I could gain no
trace of them. Not even apiece of the
wreck could I find not a mark of the ship
nor of one of its crjw I I came home with
a sad and heavy heart."

Maurice Lester stopped a few moments.
and bowed his head upon hii hands, for his
feelings had almost overcome him. In a

little while, however, ho looked up again,
and added, in a touching tono- -

"Ah, my dear friend, you do not know what
I have suffered tongue cannot tell it, nor
non pen write it. That blow did break my

heart broke it in the rending of its tender
est cords, and in the crushing of all its earth,

ly hopes - Do yeu believe in dreams J"
The mate started, not so much at the

character of the question, aa from the sudden

manner in which it was put.
"Weli;M said Lester, in a lower tone, "I

have had a dream repeated many times ; but
never has it come to me so directly and so
vividly as within the past three or four days.

Carrie Thonitmi is not dead I I know she
is not 1 she hs appeared to me repeatedly
in a dream, and valla upon me to save herl
To-nig- as I atood all alone by the mlzren

rigging, trying to peer out into the thick

gloom, I heard her voice as plainly sarou
now bear mine, and she called out forme to

save ber. Of course what followed was

Ha I wait what ul this ) It movea
it has life !... . . T -

t- .;

uaptatn liester nurried forward, as
hi-- feeble strength would permit, snd found
two men lying by the side of a heavy spur.
Ono of them was dead ; but the other gaend
up into his commander's face, and stretched
lorth hia hands aa though he would ask for
mercy. His name was Dick Mangle, snd
he had been ooe of the best seamen on
board the ship.

"Poor Dick ." said Lester, kneeling by
hl side and lining hi j head. "Areyou bad-- y

hurt t"
"They've d)ne it for us !" the sailor an-

swered, in a weakning voice. "They've kill-

ed Tom. Ai.it he dead !"
It was the body of stout Tom Bricked that

lay close bj, and when tho captain had
made himself sure that there was no particle
of lie in it, he reported the same to Dick.

"But," he added, "What do you mean ?

Who has done you harm 1"
"Haven't you seen 'em 1" the man a6ked,

8tru2S''n, fr breath
"Seen whom ? What do you mean J''

demanded Lester, eagerly.
Dick started up to his elbow, and gazed

round ; but he seemed to find nothing for

which he was looking, and he sank back
again. Had he not made this effort he
might hive spoken further, but the act of

rising had exhausted him, and the last grain
cf strength was leaving him.

"What do you mean 1" cried Lester, aa
be saw that the poor fellow was sinking.

Has any body harmed you 1"
Dick managed to rise his hand to his head
to a point above the left ear and, as he

did eo, he whispered--"Lo- ok

out they asked for the capt'n
That's where they struck !" Ha tried to
speak further, but his voice failed him.

What could this mean J Maurice Lester
6tnrted to his feet and gozed around. Who
had killed his men 1

The captain waa disturbed in his medit.
ol ion by the sound of voicea not far off, and
upon turning he beheld four men coming up
from the water. Hen ho came in advance
was a tall, muscular man; with a gaunt,
heavy fmtne ; somewhere about fi ty or fifty
five years of age ; and. habited in a garb of

blue doth, cut into a frock, or shirt, which
was secured at the waist by a broad pistol-belt- .

Maurice Lester was startled when h". be
held the stalwart leader and his three ruffi iR-l- y

companions ; and, considering all the cir-

cumstances, it is no wonder that he was
startled. However, he had not much on

portianity for reflection, for by the time he
hud fairly made out the party, they were up-

on him.
"Hallo," the leader cried, as he eaw our

fcerb, "here we have another." And, as
he came up, he added: "And, I guess
we've found a live one, too, one that knows
something Siv who ore ye J"

This last sentence was addressed to Mau
rice, who quids ly answered :

"My name is Lester. And now, to be
fair, what is your name 1"

"Well i guess youVe heard it before.
Men call me Ryan Wol'ging."

" Wolfgaho !" repeated Lester, with a

start.
"Yes. That is my name." , ,
Then Wolfoaso was not a myth after all.

That mysterious wrecker, whoe name waa
a source of terror to honest sailors, was s

being of flesh and blood, like other men
Maurice gized upon him with wonder; and

as he gezed, he felt that he looked- - upon a

fiend incarnate. He had often heard of the
pirate wrecker, and s.o dark and mystic had

been the tales which the North-Se- a sailors
had told, that he had been inclined to believe

that the whole theme was a fabrication
Now, however, he had no more doubt, for

the man before him looked as dark and

bloody ss were any of the pictures he had

ever heard drawn of him upon the forecastle.

But our hero was pot allowed much tim

for reflection. Wolfgang plied him with

questions, to all of which Lester gave

ctraightforward answers; well knowing that

evasion would servo no practical purpose,
and hoping by his frankness to propitiate the

merciless fiend in whose unrestrained power

he knew himself to be.

When the wrecker chief had elicited all

the information he could, and learned with

what a rich cargo the vessel was freighted,
and that she had $40,000 in specie en board,

he smiled grimly, and remarked to one of

his confederates that she would perhaps be

a richer prize even than the White Fawn
had been a few yeara before. The mention

of the name of tho ship in which

Carrie Thornton and ber father had been

lost, gave Maurice Lester such a shock that
be nearly fell to the earth. He grew deadly

pale, d his frsme quivered convulsively.

WhiJ'ethe matter!" said Wolfgang.

'You don't seen! to have 2?ch strength left V

Bring hia along, boys, where we Ca
tor him."

The sinister glance which accompanied
thia last remark, and the peculiar emphasis
laid upon the word 'tdoetor," struck a chill
to pur. hero's heart. , But he could not give

man, not over and his name

waa Maurice Lester. He atood by the tar-frai-

gating off upon the horizon to the east
ward, ever and anon raising his band above
file head to feel if there waa any wind stir
iing, and as often eaatlng bis eye aloft to aee

how the canvas hung. As he stood thus bia

mate approached, and spoke to him : -

What d'ye think of this, Catt'n 1"

'I think we're' in for a storm, air," the
master replied. "And I tell you what it is,

Griffin," he added, after sweeping the hori-

zon sgain with bis eye, "when it comes it

will be an earnest one. None of your broad

Ocean puff, with nothing but water to hatch
wind from ; but we'll have it right freah from

sotoo of those places where they know how

to make things blow."
"Then you think we'll have a hurd ono '"

said Griffin.
"Aye," answered the captain, with almost
shudder, "I leel it in my bones."
In the meantime, Captain Lester had befin

watching the tea and sky as before, and he

fancied that the signs of the storm were grow-

ing more and more palpable every moment.

The sun wss going down in a thick bank,
giving to the whole western hor'zan a dull,

purplish-red- , bloody hue, with hero and there
spots of a darker tinge, like openings, thrcugh
the fiery clcud, looking upon a feurlul black

ness behind.

"Do you see how strangely it locks eff

there 1" said the captain, rowing his finger

towards the point where the Rim was petting.

Aye," returned Griffin, "I h.ve been

watching those daik places."
And others noticed the same thing, and

a pike of it, too.

Seven o'clock enma nr.d went. Eight
o'clock came, and the first watch was set.

'Don',1 go below," said t&- - cap'oiii, as the

men el the lot-- t dogwatch left tin Vr stations.
"This calm can't lal a great while. Yiu
had better batten down the h&tthes now,

while there is nothing else to do ; 'or I sin
sure there will ho nevd of buying theincluse
before tie com'ng of another d .y."

The men had hod no thoughts of going be-

low, for they could s'ee aiJ feel ; mid they

were not wholly ignorant of what w:.s Ci.'ri

ing ; so they went nt work mid secured the,
hatches with thick UrpsuMne ; and when this

was done those who had no pi.Tiieul.-- Nation

collected i bout the wheel. Anithtr hour

passed away i.nd mother. Ten o locts

came, and still nut a breuth. The el ip lay

upon the water like a dead (hint;, with th
ropes, ti nd block, '.nd sniln, ruttling and H p

ping as she n swayed tj und fro ty the

hzy swells of the sea.

"What does it mean V cried Griffin, as the
boy atruck five bells.

"Hark !"' Buid the captain, almnft inrtont
ly. "I gue68 you'll soon see. Did you leel
that !- -Ha ! and that 'i"

It wes a .puff of wind, and a light flying of
spray ; or, perhaps it was a spit ol rain. At

II evei.ts, the ptff was felt ; and the drops
of water fell upon other cheeks than Mau-

rice Lester's ; and other ears than his heard
the dull moaning which came over the dark

waters. So other ears heard the roar which
followed, and other bodies quivered beneath
the shock of the storm giant when he came

in his might.

Aye the storm had come. It came with

wind and rain, and with an angry heaving ol

the sea. It came with a darkness like Ero
bus, and with the voico of thunder. The
gale continued to increase in fury as the long

night passed away. When morning came

the scene was one of awful gmndeur. The
wind was howling with terrific fury ; and the

broad sea waa lashed into huge mountains,
that foamed, and tumbled, and leaped along
over the bosom of the deep, seeming every

moment ready to whelm end engulf the frail

bark that struggled within the demon grasp.
When Captain Lester hn-- observed the

signs of the morning, be feared that the storm

would continue through the day, and so he

told bis men. The sky wore a hue of hor-

ror, and rain was now driving down, ming-

ling with the lashing sea. At noon it was

till worse.

At length night shut in again, and not a

sign yet of the passing away of the storm !

The frightful howling of the tempest seemed

rather to have increased than abated. The

men gathered upon the quarter deck, cling

ing for support to the racks and rails for the

life lines swayed an much that they wcr?

afraid of the- m- gathered aa near to the light

ofthebinnocle-lom- p aa they could, as though

ven from such feeble beams they might find

some comfort. But not all were there. No

not all i Four stout, true hearted men
'

had been swept away by the storm. Near a

eoore were left ; but how many shall see the

light of another 'day 1

At nine o'clock Captain Lester went

low. He took down a chart of the North

Sea, and having spread it upon the table, he

act down to eiamtne It. He waa thus en-

gaged when Mr. Griffia came down ; but he

did not look up until he had finished the cal-

culation.
' 'How la it 1" the mate aaked, aa he saw

bis commander lsy down the dividers.

I have been majcing .a reckoning, and!
find thai we have but little more sea room

1ft. The course we have made since we

tories on a common platform, having
brought with them that species of property
best adapted, in their own opinion, to pro- -'

mote their welfare. From natural causea
lavery will in each case soon virtually '

settle itself, and bef ra the territory is pre
for admission aa a State intofiared

decision will, one way or the other,
have been a forgone conclusion. Mean
while the settlement of the new territory
will proceed without serious interruption,
and ils pVogress and pro-ppri-

ty will not be
endangered or retarded by violent political
struggles.

When in the progress of events the In-

habitants of any Territory shall have reach
ed the number required to form a State, they
shall theu proceed in a regular manner, and
in the exercise of the rights of popular sov-
ereignity, to form a Constitution preparatory
to admission into the Union. Alter thia
has been done, to employ the laujuige of
the Kansas and Nebraska act, they "shall
be received into the U ibn with or without
Slavery, as their constitution may prescribe
at the time of th ir admisin." Thia
sound principle his happily b ;en recognised,
in some form or other, by an almost unani-
mous vote of both Hjues of tha last Con
gress.

All hwful mearts at my com mind have
been employed, and shall continue to be em-

ployed, to execute the I tws against the Af-
rican Slave trade. Ater a- - most careful
and rigoroas examination of our coasts and a
thought investigation uf the suhj ct, we have
not been able to discover that any slavea
have been imported into the United States
except the cargo by the Wanderer, num'
bering between three and four hundred,
Those engaged in the unlawful enterprise
have been rigorously prosecuted ; but not
with as much success as their crimes have)

deserved. A number of them are still under
prosecution.

Gur History proves that tha Fa'tners of the
Republic, in advance of all other nations,
condemned the African Slave trade. It
was, notwithstanding, deemed expedient by
the framera of the Constitution, to deprive
Congress of the power to prohibit 'the mi-

gration or importation of such persons as
any of the States now existing shall think;
proper to admit" "prior to the year one
thousand eight hundred and eight."

It will be eeen that this restriction on the
power, of Congress waa confined to such
States only at might think proper to admit
the importation of slaves. It did not extend
to other States or to the trade carried on
abroad. Accordingly, we find that so earlr
aa the 22d March, 1794, Congress passed an
act imposing severe penalties and punish
ments upon citizens and residents of the
United Statea who should eng'go in thia
trade between foreign nations. The provis-
ions of this Act were extended and enforced
by the Act of 10th May, 1800.

Again: The States themselves had a clear
right to wajve the constitutional privilege
intended for tneir benefit, and to prohibit.
by their own laws, this trade, at any time,
they thought proper previous to 1308. Sev-
eral of them exercised this right before that
period, and among them soma containing the,
greatest number of slaves. ThU gave to
Congress the. immediate power to set In re-

gard to all such States, because they them-
selves had removed the constitutional bar
rier. Congress accordingly passed an act
on the 28th. February, 1803, "to prevent the.
importation of certain persons into certain
States, where by the luws thereof, their ad,
mission is prohibited." Ia this manner the
importation of African alavos into the United;
States, wes, to a great extent, prohibited
some years in advance of 1303.

As the year 1803 approached, Congress
determined not. to suffjr this trada to exist
even for a single day alter they had the pow-
er to abolish it. On the 21 of March, 1807,
they passed an act to take effect "from and
after the 1st of January, 1803," prohibiting
the importation of African slaves into the
United States. This was followed by sub- -

neqtent acts of a similar character, t ) which
I need not specially refer. Sion were the
principles and such tho practice of .our an
cestors more than fi ty years n;o in regard
to the African slave trade.

It did not occur to the revered patiiots
who had been delegated to the Cinvention,
and afterwards became members of Con-
gress, that in passing these laws they had,
violated the Constitution which they bad
framed with so much care and deliberation.
Tjtey supposed that to prohibit Congress, In
.express terms, from exercising a specified
power before an appointed day, nacaarily
involved the right to exercise this power af-

ter that day had arrived.
If this were not the case, the framera of

the Constitution had expended much labor Irt
vain. Had they imagined that Congress
would possess no power to prohibit the trade
even before or after 1803, they would not
have taken so much care to protect the Statea
against the exercise of this power before l)

periud. Nay, more, they would not have
attached such vast importance to this provis-

ion ss to have excluded it from the possibil-

ity of future repeal or amendment, to which
other portions of the Constitution were ex-

posed, ft would, then, have been wholly,
unnecessary to engraft on the tilth article of
the Constitution, prescribing the mode of.

its future amendment, the proviso, "that no
amendment which may be made prior to the
year one thousand eight hundred and eight,
shall In any manner affect", the provision in
the Constitution securing to the Statea the
right to admit the importation of African
slares previous to that period.

According to the adverse construction, the
clause itself, on which so much care and die
cuasion bad been employed by the membere

of the Convention, was an absolute nu Hty

from the beginning, and all that hte sine
been done under it a mere usurpation. , j

It waa well and wise to confer thia power
on Congress, beoante bad it k een left to th
Statea its efficient exercise would hare beeci,

impossible. In that event any
could have effectually continued th trad
not only for itself but for iii the other Slat
Slates, though never so much against their
will. And why I Because African alatea.
ZtZnea .hi wiiiim in umita Arnna JUU " " aafw vi

one
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Slate, in accordance1 lt
- -

alarminu JifTrultie in our prozrejs. but on
each mccesswe occasion the impending
cloud has b jen dissipated at the moment it
appeared ready to burst upon our head, and
the dinger to our institutions has passed
away. Mav weevpr be under the Divine
Ktiiilane.e and protection!

WhiMjt N the duty of the President "from
n'm-vi- time to give to Congress information
of t hn state of the Union," ! shall not refer
in det.il to the recent sad and blood? occur-
rences at II trper's Ferry. Still, it is proper
to ubberve that these events, however bad
and cruel In themselves, derive their chief
importance from the apprehension that they
ore bo symptom of an incurable disease in
tho public mind, which may break ntit.in
still more dangerom outrages and terminate
ot last in an open wnr by the North to abol-
ish -- lavery in tho South. Whilst, for my-
self I ent'-rtai- n no such apprehension, thev
ouht to :fljrJ a solemn warning to lis all to
bew .re of th approach of danger. Our Ua-iu- ti

is a st ike ot such inestimable value as to
demand our c. instant and watchful vigilance
for its preservation. In this view let me im-
plore my countrymen, North and South, to
cultivate the ancient leeling of mutual for
bearunco and good will towards each other,
und strive to aliuy the djmon o:rit of sec-
tional strife now alive in the land. Thja ad-
vice proceeds from the heart ol an old public
functionary whise services commenced in
ilio I iht genera ion, among the wise aud con
servitive statesmen of that day, now nearlv
all paased away, ond whose first and dearest
earthly wish is to lave hit country tranquil,
prusp 'Mu, united and hippy.

We ousjht to reflect that in thia age, and
especially in this country, there is an inces.
satit ilux and refiur: of public opinion. Ques
lions which in their day assumed a most
threatening aspect, have now nearly gone
forth from tho memory of men. They are
"volcanoes burnt out, and on tho lava snd

and fo lulid sor a of old eruptions
grow ihe peuceful olive, tho cheering vine,
and the sustaining corn." Such in my opin-
ion will prove to be the fato of the present
sectional excitement, Bhould those who wise-l- y

seek to apply tho remedy, continue always
to conlinc their efforts within the pale of the
Constitution. If this course be pursued, the
existing agitation on the subject of domestic
Slivery, like everything human, will have
its day and givo plice to other and less
threatening controversies. Public opinion
in this country is all powerful, and when it
reaches a d irgerous excess upon any ques-
tion, the good sense of the people will fur-nh- h

the corrective and bring it back within
s lie limits. Still, to hasten this auspicious
result, nt the present crisis, we ought to re-

member that every rational creature must be
presumed to intend tho natural consequen-
ces of his own teachings. Those who an-

nounce abstract doctrines subversive to the
Constitution end tho Union, must pot be
eurpri-e- should their, heated partisans ad-

vance one step further, and attempt by vio-

lence to carry these doctrines into effect. In
this view of the subject it ought never to be
forgotten that, however great may have been
the political advantages resulting from the
Union to every portion of our common coun-
try, these would all prove to be as nothing,
should the time ever nrrive when they can
not be enjoyed without serious danger to the
parsona! safety of the people ot fifteen mem-
bers of the confederacy. If the peace of the
domestic firesidn throughout these States
should ever be invaded if the motfterfl.jOf
families within t iia extensive region shaulp"
not be able to retire to rest at night without
suffering dreadful apprehensions of what may
be thtir own fat? and that of their children
before the morning it would be in vain to
recount to such a people the political bene-
fits which result to them from the Union.

U the first instinct of na-

ture ; and the:efore any state of society in
which tho sword is all the time suspended
over lh heads of the people, mast at last be
come intolerable. But 1 indulge in no such
gloomy forebodings Ori the contrary, I

believe - thai tho events at Harper's
FiTiy, by causing the people to pause and
reflect upon ihn possible. peril ol their cher
Mied institutions, will bo the means, under
i'rovkloiice, of allaying the rxistin" excite
ment and preventing luture outbreaks of, a
similar character. Tiny will resolve that
the Constitution and the Union shall not be
endangered by rash counsels, k iowine that,
"should the silver cura be .loosed or the gol
don bowl be broken at the fountain,"
hum in power could never re unite the scat
tered and hostile fragments.

I cordially congratulate you upon the final
setiloment by tho Supreme Court of the
United Slates of the question of slavery in
the territories ; which had. presented an as.
pect so truly formidable at the commence
ment of my administration. The right has
been established of every citizen to take his
property of any kind, including slaves, into
the common territories belonging equally to
all the (States in the confederacy, and to have
it protected there under the federal constitu
tion. Neither Congress nur a Territorial
Legislature nor any human pojver has any
authority to annul or impair this vested. right,
The supreme judicial tribunal of the country,
which is a branch of the govern
ment, has sanctioned and affirmed these
principles of constitutional law, so msni-leatl- y

just in thomaelves, and aa Weil cal- -

colated to promote peace and harmony
among the Stated, it is a striking proof of

the sense ot justice which is inherent in pur
people, that the property in slaves has nev.
er been disturbed, to my knowledge, in any
of the territories. Even throughout the late

troubles in Kansas there had not been any
attempt, as I am credibly informed, to inter-

fere in a single instance with the right of
the master. Had any such attempt been
made, the judiciary would doubtleaa have af-

forded an ample remedy. Should they fail
to do this hereafter, it will then be time
enough to strengthen their bands by further
legislation. Had it been decided that either
Congress or the territorial legislature pos-

sess the power to annul or impair the right
to DroDCr,v n aiaves, ine evil would oa in
niomhla.F. ' In the latter event, there would

ha stiupcle for a mrity of the member;!
. tug Legislature, t eel uo',8,a e,ec"J
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from its entrance for some distance, and
then bee tme almost level. The captive,
(lor Buch Maurice Lret.er now felt himself
to be,) frequently hit his feet against what
ho thought, with a cbifl of horror, were hu-

man bones strewn around the cavern, but
he could not clearly make them ciit in the
dim light. He also noticed that the bottom
of the cave waa very wet, as though it bad
recently been covered with water.. The
wrecker chieftain stopped, at laet, near
what seemed the end of the cave, and rr.ak

ing a sign to his followers, they clapped
manacles on the wrists and ankles of M e

before he had time to note their inten-

tion.
"Now, Captiin Lester," said Wolfgsnf,

"you mu-- t remain in thh placo for a sh irt
season, lou are perftcilu safe hte. Si
lence! Say not a word! If you attempt to

leave thia spot, you will be slain the moment
you set foot outside the cave."

Thus speakiir, tho chieftain and hi fol-

lowers silently but rapidly withdrew, leaving
Maurice nearly stupefied with astonishment.
As they passed from the mouth of the cove,
thsir feet were wet by the rising waves.
The tide was fast coming in.

After a short time, the captive looked

about him with eyes somewhat accustomed

to.the dim light, and became satisfied that
what be had supposed to bo human bjnes
were really such. There were many of
of them. And moving among; them wero

huge rats, seeking for pray. Tiic top of the
cavern, in soma places, was but a lew feet
above his head, and in one place ho discov

ered a small aperture, through which a faint

light struggled, and on going underneath it,

he thought he smellcd the odor of vegetation
and fljwera.

On turning, from the contemplation of
this aperture, towards tlia mouth of the cave,
Captain L?ater observed, with alarm, that
the water was creeping up the sloping bot-

tom. What if it should fill the civernl
Ah! no-- ha could account for the presence

there of those human bonC3. They were
tho sad memorials of other hopeless prism-O'-

who had been left in that cava to pzrish
by drowning.

Slowly but surely the waters erupt alom.
The vermin did before them to the elevated
spot on which Maurice stood. Slowly fol
lowing, the incoming water at length reach
ed hi feet!

At the end of the cave, within a few feet
of the wall, and underneath the aperture be.
fore spoken of, was a large piece of rock,
some loer feet high, that might hove fallen
frum ab ve. To this Maurice hastened as
quickly as his monacles would permit.
Alter some exertion he succefded in climb-
ing to the top of it, and stood erect, hia head
within a few inches of the roof of the cav-

ern. Cut he was not allowed to occupv this
retreat alone. As the water began to circle
round its biise, the rats also sought re!ti.'e
on it in great number, and in v tin did Mau-

rice try to dislodge them with his manacled
feet.

Soon (aa it seemed to lh9 captive) tha
water came rippling over the top of the
rock. Ha felt its moisture apon his feet.
And still it rose slowly but relentlessly it
rose hijfher higher; ond as it rose, the rati
climbed up his hmbs fur sa'ety. It was in
vain that lie brushed them off with hU 'et
tered hands. They instantly returned.
Thev clambered up his baek to his sh nil
ders over the b 'ck of his neclt lo the
crswn of his head; their clammy bodies
striking a chill to his very heart.

And still higher thi waters rose, and more
thickly the foul vermin' el'istered upon tne
dvoted captive's shoulders and had, os

their only places of safety. Driven trantie.
at last by the horror of his situati ni, he was
about to plunge into the surging tido and
seek a watery grave, when Ms attention was
arrested by the tread of rapid footsteps near
the aperture above his head, aed the sounds
of a hursh masculine voice, almost instantly
followed by a noise as of a struggle, and a

piercing shriek which thrilled Mmrice Les-

ter to the very ami.. Ha could not be mit
taken; it was Carrie s voice. Again he
heard it, but now in tones ot entreaty. Oh,
it was her voice. She wos not dead! bhu
lived and was near him! Gtthering all his
strength, ho shouted, "Carrie! Carrie! Car
rie!"

A dead silence followed, broken only by
the fearful mu. murs of the still rising waters,
Snd the splaeh of the rats as they tell from
the wretohed captive's head and shoulders,
onlv to return Basin, in their fierce struggles
for a perch of safety from the advancing
tide, which had now nearly reacnea our
hero's shoulders.

The above is all of this story that will be
published in oflr columns. We give this aa
a sample. The continuation of it from
where it leaves off here can be found only
in the New York Ledger, the great family
naner. to which the moat popular writeTa ol
the country contribute, and which ia lor sale
at all the stores throughout the city and
couutry, where papers are sold. Remember
and ask for the New York Ledger of Janu-

ary 7, and in it you will find the continuation
of the story from where it leaves off here.
If you cannot get a copy at any book atore,
the publisher of the Ledger will mail yqn a

copy if you will send him five cents in a

letter.
The Ledger is mailed to subscribers at $2

a year, or two espies for $3. Address your

'tera to Robert Bonner, oublisher, 43 Ann
York. It ia. the handsomest

street, J.. ,ner ia fhs country, ele-an- d

best family p., , -- haraoterized by a
gantiy iiiuatraiea anu t... circulation is
high moral tone. Its present v.. ...... . .

over four hundred thousand copies, wi...
tha ko.i oiM.ifl.ica via can iriva of lu mer, - -

it
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three of his men. He hastened to the potti owmalety much thought, while be was
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